ROTHBUIiY  R'UBaL  DISTRICT  COUHGIL. 

Report  of  Medical  Otfioer  of  Health  for 

Year  194o. 
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Mr.  Chairmaii,  Mise  Stephenson  and  Gentlemen , 

I  heg  to  jjrcsent  my  fifth  ^-var-tiinc  Annual  Report  in  the 
prescribed  abbreviated  form. 

BIR'I'HS  registered::"  Male  18  ^  Rcirnlo  Total  80  (compared 

wTth  IZ  in  19dSi  The  rate  per  10 Ou  was  11  •!  and  eleven  \^Gre 
illegitimate. 

DH^  TIS  registered;  Male  06 ^  Female  47  Total  80  (compared 
i'itir'7'G  in  1940  (^ivin^  a  rate  of  10 -a  per  1000. 

Thera  \vore  4  deaths  of  infants  under  one- year  of  ag>3. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Heart  disease  24,  cancer 
12,  Apopleicy  (or  cerebral  haemorrhage)  12  nephritis  10  and 
Violence  6. 


ivas 


IHFmCTlwHS  DISinLo^.a;  Tne  total  of  notifiable  disease 
124  compared  ■^Tth  100  in  1942.  They  were  classified  as 
follows;- 

Measles  67,  Yhooping  Gough  17,  pxicumonia  11,  Scarleo  fever  o 
and  Erysipelas  4. 

The  ca.ses  of  measles  were  a  continuation  of  the  epidemic 
of  the  previous  year  when  100  cases  were  notified,  Longframling- 
ton  and  Thropton  smnool  arwas  being  the  chief  centres  -  oniy 
one  case  being  reported  in  Rothbury  itself.  This  is  expi^rned 
by  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  the  children  at  Rotnburj 
Yvere  rendered  iimnune  by  the  epidemic  of  1940  Y/hen  there  w-ne 
some  70  cases  in  the  old  Urban  Area.  It  is  satisiactory  to 
note  that  no  death  Yvas  duo  to  measles  or  whooping-cough  and 
particularly  satisfactory  to  notice  the  absence  ox  any  caScs 
of  diphtheria. 


mvO 


tuberculosis;  Six  cases  were  notified  during  tne  year 
FeT^iri^'to^the  lun^s  and  four  to  other  forms  ana  two  Ox  tne 
latter  were  fatal.  This  compares  with  five  cases  notiiio 
in  19^2,  four  being  pulmonar^m  Only  once  before  (in  f ) 
have  lung  cases  been  so  fevY  and  certainly  war  time  concli  cions 
have  not  increased  the  disease  in  tnis  destricb, 

VEHEREixL  BISTA^  I  can  only  repeat  with_  satisfaction  the 
opinion  I  have  already  expressed  that  this  scourge  is 
exceedingly  rare  in  the  district. 

iivMtrjisAMoi-T  the 

oliiidren  uficTer^  years  ox  ftge  and  90"/=  children  b„uno^n  th 

ages  of  5  and  14  years  have  been  immunised  and  I  thinh  tne 

preventative  effects  have  already  been  proveo. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  and  habits  vyere 
quite  satisfactory  and  no  measures  were  necessary  to  combat 
infestation  by  head.  lice. 

SGmBImS ;  There  were  still  some  cases  in  the  district, 
but  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  a  diminished  numbei  , 


1 


I  indebted  to  Mr.  Clarkson  for  the  lollov'in 

’BFi  e?  report : 

”Ihe  vvator  sujppiy  throughout  the  area  vverc  vj o no e-r fully 
."good  and  in  spite  of  the  many  heavy  demunds  made  upon  our 
’’laid" on  supplies  by  the  Military  stationed  in  the  area,  with 
”fGY/  excepitions  it  has  bean  sufficient  and  continuous.  At 
liittingharn,  since  -cnc  fixing  of  small  pumping  plant  there, 
"both  the  village  end  the  P,0.¥.  camp  had  ample  s.uppfics  of 


"w 
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^t  liiropton  only  on  odd  occasions  vn.is  shortage 
"noticcble,  ana  this  on  inspection,  was  caused  by  vvastage 
"by  tups  left  running,  and  also  tii. 


"vehicles 
"shortage  at 
"the  village 


nt  jjOiipfr amlingt on 
odd  times,  re  la  tin. 
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;her  c 
to 


:  hi  ng 


of  military 

biiei-c.  were  complaints  of 
the  higher  ijart  of 


aiu  here 


again 


the  snort  I 


was  caused  by 


"people  leaviiiti  taps  running  togetiicr  'with  the  vvashing  of 
"military  vehiclv.s*  i-it  Rothbury  che  sup-ly  was  (Excellent 
end  amxDlo  and  we  have  been  abi,^  to  accomodate ,  ad  joining 
"camps  (not  in  our  district)  vvitii  aDiple  water". 


BIj  S  S  inLij  'I’liiRS 


of  the 

and  GOffliort  of  bus  travellers„ 

in  the  County  readily  supxjhrted  tile  su^^estion  and  I  trust 
tnet  before  next  wixiter  steps  7;ill  ba  taken  by  the  Bus 
companies  to  provide  shelters  where  considered  necessary. 


A  t  the  end  of  the  year  I  rovivdd  the  subject 
provision  of  shelters  in  the  interests  of  liealtli 

Other  district  councils 


Besjiite  the  sunless 
worry  and  ^^hysical 
he-alth  of  tli' 


summer 

■f, 


c 0 iiij unity  was  quit 


of  1943 
y  -ars 
e  satisfactory 


nd  the  mental 

serein  oi  four  y'ars  of  war  the  general 


inueed  I'-or  reasons  which  I  sugp;ested  in  ray  last 
report  rnanp  people  had  actually  improved  in  health. 


annual 


question  arises  "vvili  these  peoxile  when  rationing 
and  ic strict ions  are  removed,  return  to 
habits  of 


,  iv-ou.j.ii  bu  biiQir  old  pre-’war 
overeating,  over —driiixirig  and  under  vrorkinr? 


I  think  the  ansvver  to  that  question  is  "yes,  they  \i/iil. 


(sgd) 


A,,  S,.  K.aBLMY' 


